
BOARD OF SELECTMEN / SEWER COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

Wednesday, April 28, 2021 – 6:00 PM via Zoom 

 

PRESENT: Al Hanson, Chair; Roger Manzolini, Selectman; Neal Pilson, Selectman; Danielle Fillio, Town 

Administrator; 

GUESTS: Leigh Merlini, Stevens Glen Rd.; Jeff Lynch; Harley Keisch; Jessy and Alan Turner, Ice  House 

Farm; Holly Stover; Atty. Massimiano; Ron Veillette, Con. Com. 

Al called the meeting to order and read the Governor’s Directive concerning changes to the Open 

Meeting Law during the COVID-19 Pandemic, per the agenda. 

Approval of the Minutes of the April 14, 2021 Meeting: Deferred to later in the meeting. 

Ice  House Hill Farm – Special Permit Application Continuation: Roger moved to open the 

continuation of the hearing on the Special Permit Application for Ice  House Hill Farm. Al seconded the 

motion, which was passed by unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.  

Neal asked for clarification of Paragraph #10 which set the initial term of the permit. He was advised 

that the agreement was for a two-year period, with September reviews. Several other details were 

discussed, and it was determined that all agreed-upon requirements had been incorporated into the 

revised version of the Permit. 

Neal called for public comment and, hearing none, moved to grant the Special Permit under the Terms 

and Conditions as outlined. The following are the Board’s specific findings: 

#1 – The project meets the Special Permit requirements as set by the Town’s Zoning Bylaws. 

 Roger moved to approve Finding #1. Al seconded the motion, which was passed by unanimous 

roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.  

#2 – The project is desirable to the public good or convenience at the proposed location. 

 Neal moved to approve Finding #2. Roger seconded the motion, which was passed by 

unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.  

#3 – The project will not be detrimental to adjacent uses or the established or future character of the 

neighborhood. 

 Neal moved to approve Finding #3. Roger seconded the motion, which was passed by 

unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.  

#4 – The project will not create undue traffic congestion or unduly impair pedestrian safety. 

 Roger moved to approve Finding #4. Neal seconded the motion, which was passed by 

unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.  



#5 – The project will not overload any public water drainage or sewer system or any other municipal 

facility to such an extent that the proposed use or any existing use in the immediate area or in any 

other area of the Town will be unduly subjected to the hazards affecting public health, safety or 

general welfare. 

 Neal moved to approve Finding #5. Roger seconded the motion, which was passed by 

unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.  

Neal then moved to approve the Special Permit for Ice  House Hill Farm with the Findings and Notice of 

Decision. Roger seconded the motion, which was passed by unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; 

Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.  

Danielle and the Town’s Counsel will draft the final permit and make it available to the public and the 

applicants. Neal wished the applicants well in their new endeavor. 

Chapter 61A-First Refusal to Purchase the Merlini’s Steven’s Glen Road Property Continuation: Al 

reported that he was informed that the BNRC has no interest in obtaining the Merlini property. Ron 

Veillette forwarded a letter to the Board, indicating that the Land Trust and Mass. Wildlife both 

indicated no interest in obtaining the land. 

Roger moved to waive the Town’s Right of First Refusal. Neal seconded the motion, which was adopted 

by unanimous consent. Hanson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Pilson, aye. The Board was asked by Leigh’s 

attorney to sign a formal waiver, which they agreed to do.  

Vote for Debt Exclusion Question to be Added to the Ballot: Neal moved to add the Debt Exclusion 

Question to the Town Meeting Ballot. Al seconded the motion, which was passed by unanimous roll-

call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.  

Neal then moved to formally close the Annual Town Warrant. Al seconded the motion, which was 

passed by unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.  

Public Comment:  

Holly Stover advised the group that Bruce Garlow, a previous Town Administrator for Richmond had 

passed away on Friday. She noted that a lovely tribute to him had been posted on a website by Harley. 

Each of the Board members expressed their condolences to the family and spoke briefly about their 

wonderful experiences working with Bruce in the past. The Board will arrange for a formal tribute and 

remembrance.  

Holly checked with Danielle as to whether the issue of the Boys Club detention basins was moving 

forward. She was assured that everything was being taken care of. 

Neal raised the question of returning to in-person meetings at Town Hall with access for the general 

public via Zoom. A discussion resulted in the consensus that the May 12th meeting of the Board of 

Selectmen will be held in person at Town Hall for the Board members, Danielle, the Highway, Fire and 

Police Departments and a small number of interested parties. Danielle will work on the arrangement of 



chairs, etc. to determine how many people can safely attend in person. The decision was made that 

the attending public will be asked to wear masks. Further consideration of details (how to advise 

Richmond residents of the new options, etc.) will be done by Danielle. Neal suggested that because 

there would be limited seating available at town hall for members of the public due to continuing 

COVID restrictions, anyone who planned to attend in person should notify Danielle in advance.  

Al wanted to warn everyone to be vigilant in their use of all electronic devices to avoid problems by 

hackers and scammers. 

Town Administrator Updates: Danielle asked the Board for their permission to reopen Town Hall to 

the public. She advised that all but one of the employees are now fully vaccinated and that the need to 

run up and down the stairs every time the bell rings has become onerous. Roger was in favor of doing 

so as long as no State laws are violated, and people are still required to wear masks. 

Danielle reported that she has asked for and has received a one-year extension on the Dublin Bridge 

Project Grant. The documents have been sent out to bid and the official bid opening will take place on 

May 13th.  She anticipates awarding the contract at the May 26th Board of Selectmen meeting and, once 

begun, to have the project completed by November 30, 2021. 

Upcoming Meetings: 

Road Committee Meeting – May 5, 2021 
Zoning Board Hearing – May 13, 2021 
New Building Site Visit – May 1, 2021 – 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon 

Baby Town Meeting – May 8, 2021 

Board of Selectmen Mtg. – May 12, 2021 

Annual Town Meeting – May 19, 2021 

Town Elections – May 22, 2021 – 11:00 AM – 7:00 PM 

Board of Selectmen Mtg. – Maty 26, 2021 

 

There being no further business before the Board, Al moved to adjourn the meeting. Neal seconded 

the motion, which was adopted by unanimous vote. 

Signed: 

 

 

___________________________ 

Al Hanson, Chair 


